Thankful For A Second Chance
David Kriesel-Koll

“You are the light of the world... let your light shine before men.” (Matthew 5:14 - 16) | am the recipient of
a great gift from God - a second chance at life. I've been selective, however, with whom | share my experi-
ence and therefore have “hidden my light”. On May 14, 2003, | received a heart transplant at the University
of Minnesota. My heart disease odyssey began in 1992 after having a heart attack at age 35. During the
next 11 years, my heart kept enlarging until it finally went into congestive heart failure. Heart transplantation
is a last option, having exhausted all other medical interventions and procedures to keep a diseased heart
functioning.

The thought of facing imminent death was not frightening to me. God
intervened many times on my behalf during my life. | was at peace
that He was still with me to handle this situation, and in my mind, |
was comforted knowing that if my earthly time was up, | would be with
Jesus in Heaven. After the transplant, | had a deep spiritual awaken-
ing and knew that | felt the touch of God immediately following the
procedure. God is real and He is with each one of us. We have to
trust in Him.

My family was with me at every phase of my disease and was vital
in helping me deal with the decreasing heart function. The sacrifices
and stress of caring for a chronically ill family member was a burden
| wished they didn’t have to endure. | will never fully comprehend the
anxiety that the members of my immediate and extended family had
to deal with, but their love and prayers were always with me. There
were many periods when my wife, Pam, felt isolated and lonely by a
lack of support and resources.
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(Adrian, native of Hong Kong,
has been attending the Seekers
Class since August of 2006. He
leads one of the small groups in
Seekers Class on Sundays.)

Students are invited
each year into American
homes for Thanksgiving.
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(Hui has been attending the Seek-

ers’ Class for about a year now.
Hui came to accept Jesus as his
personal savior this past March.)
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(New Seekers’ students) Interested in having

Seekers Class as a whole:
a student over for We thank God for the wonderful
Thanksgiving? Sundays together. We have had
Contact many good discussions in our
class, and we got to know more
about our Lord’s words. We also
have a very good fellowship time
during the potluck which reminds
us of family time.

Audrey Sollie at

651-686-6508




