
The opportunity to share my love for Jesus Christ with international 
students and professionals has been a real joy for me.  God has given 
me a love for them that is far beyond my own human capabilities.  When 
I see evidence of Christ’s work in their lives, it gives me fulfi llment 
beyond my expectations.  This experience has energized me like nothing 
else has done.

I have never seen people before who are so open and eager to learn 
about God, and I cannot help but respond to their needs.

There are times when I struggle with the feeling of being drawn in 
several directions at once, knowing I can’t do other things that also 
seem important, but God has given me the strength to keep focused on 
the task He has for me to do.  Although I have lots to learn, I believe 
God is working on me, seeking to mature me in my faith and service 
for Him.  I have also grown in understanding my need to totally trust 
Christ for His work in their lives, and in mine.  Although I struggle 
with impatience, in this work I am learning to wait for God’s timing. 
We cannot rush God.

I ask for your prayers for this important ministry.  Those who receive 
Christ as their Savior will have an infl uence not only while they are 
here, but also in their own countries to their own people when they 
return.  May God receive all the glory! 
       AUDREY SOLLIE

Through an unexpected incident I had in Europe this fall, I learned about what it means 
to be spiritually mature.  During a backpacking trip through southern France, I and three 
other companions had all our possessions stolen from our rental car.  We had nothing, 
not even tickets back to the U.S..  For the fi rst time in my life I was far from home with 
nothing and no one to turn to except God.

Immediately God connected us with The Lacombe Family who took us  
into their home. This family trusted God enough to open up their 
house to four American kids whom they had never met. they showed us 
love out of their love for Christ and for no other reason. the next 
day we attended church with the Lacombes.  Many families offered 
us places to stay for the night and other provisions. What I saw 
from families like the Lacombes is that maturity is being secure in 
one’s relationship to Christ, and out of that security comes an 
ability to give without question or fear of those who are in need. 
Maturity in Christ is the ability to simply obey Him.

God showed me during the trip that my physical, emotional, spiritual, and personal security 
rested not on how well I was going to provide for myself, but rather in His power.  In times 
when I wondered if we were going to go homeless in Europe, God enabled me to see other 
homeless people the way He sees them - as dearly loved children.  

   A  Trip  Through Maturity 

   Linnea Londborg 

 Service and Maturity



The Chinese word for crisis is formed with two
characters: danger plus opportunity.  Since my  
sister, Bea, was diagnosed with multiple myeloma 
in August and is now living with David and me, the 
meaning of crisis has become very real to me. It 
is the constant looming thought of  “What will 
be the outcome? and “How long will it take to go 
into remission?” or “Will remission occur?” Amid 
the uncertainty of life, the answer comes from 
God. “I AM IN CONTROL.”  God has provided for 
all our needs. He has given us strength, wisdom,        
and endurance.  The knowledge that people are
praying with David and me during this diffi cult 
time is comforting.  Initially it felt risky to be 
totally dependent upon God, but now it is very 
reassuring to know that I do not need to worry or 
fret because He has promised that He will never 
leave me nor forsake me. He is my Comforter. My 
dependence has extended to my my husband, family, 
friends and neighbors.  The opportunity has been 
taking risks to ask for help and fi nding that I am 
developing some wonderful caring relationships.  
This is a new phase of my life journey.  Although 
it is hard at times, I appreciate my relationships 
with God, my husband, my sister, my family, my 
friends and neighbors.  I now understand a little 
bit more about Jesus’ command, “You shall love 
the Lord your God and your neighbor as yourself.”   

            Maturity Revolutionizing Worship 

OPPORTUNITY & MATURITY
               DEE HUANCA    

So how much does our spiritual 
maturity affect our worship? 
Wayne Danielson, sunday school 
teacher of the post college stu-
dents, will tell you, that worship 
and maturity heavily affect each 
other.  

                   First Word

As our walk with God goes longer and deeper, 
our worship of Him grows stronger and becomes 
personal. Worship becomes the primary desire in 
our life. It is “the” reason we come to church on 
Sunday, to worhip Him.  

No longer do we just “sing” the song, but seek to 
engage our mind, heart and will where the Spirit 
leads.  Anything less leaves  an emptiness as we 
go out the door.
     Wayne Danielson
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