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 Christmas Eve
    Candlelight Service

When:   December 24th
             5:30 pm

Where: FEFC 5150 Chicago
             Ave So.  MPLS.

Who:    Open for anyone

    Every Christmas eve, my family would gather at my grandparents
    farmhouse for the traditional lutefi sk meal with mustard sauce.
    Those of us who were not cultured enough, got tuna fi sh 
    casserole. Part of this tradition included decorating Gramma’s 
    scrawny tree. She had little red candles that clipped on every 
    branch.  As a young teenager, I happily volunteered to light each 
    candle. As the lighted candle I was holding tipped toward me, the    
    hairspray in my hair ignited in a blaze of glory. Thankfully, my    
    mom smothered it out and I wasn’t hurt except for my ego. More 
    recently, our family has begun to attend the annual Juletta 
    Service Christmas morning, which is held at the Baptist Church.  
    This Swedish tradition of a 6:00 am service of praise and worhsip 
    concludes with  breakfast.  It is a wonderful way to acknowledge   
    the Savior’s birth that morning instead of tearing open presents.

     A Blaze of Glory

  What:   Annual Watertown Madrigal Dinner 
  When:  Saturday, December 4, at 7 pm.  
  What:   DInner, drama and a Madrigal Singers     
              concert.   
  Transportation:  For those wanting to car pool,      
  meet at FEFC at 5:45 pm. 
  Cost:  $17.50 per person. 

  Dinner reservations / carpool arrangements              
  Sign up in the  ABF hour  or contact     
        Mary Anderson  (612) 824-5573 
        Barb Hugo         (612) 869-4165

   Sojournors Christmas
              Gathering

When:   December 11 at 7 pm
             

Where: The Sutton Home
             4817 10th Ave S. 
             MPLS, MN 55417

Who:     Sojournors class

 AGAPE CHRISTMAS SOCIAL

    Johanna Holliday
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     When I was young, my parents would load the four of us kids in the family station wagon and 
     drive north to International Falls to spend the holidays with my grandparents.  Recently, 
     I have found myself traveling throughout a four state area.  Last year, Carrie and I made 
     these trips when Christina was still three months from birth.  The fact that Carrie and I, 
     a young married couple, were traveling rather extensively, and that Carrie was pregnant 
     with our fi rst child, gave me pause.  It brought me to consider the reality of the events 
     prior to the birth of Christ. 

     Today, we travel to visit family.  These trips are motivated from a desire to be with the 
     people we love at this special time of year.  Aside from a sore back and bad weather, our 
     trips are relatively pleasant.  Mary and Joseph made their relatively unpleasant trip at    
     the order of the government to accommodate the requirements of a census, and to fulfi ll   
     prophecy.  Imagine their thoughts; they knew that this child Mary was carrying was 
     special.  I wonder if they were aware that this trip was foretold by the prophets long 
     ago.  I wonder how it was preparing for the birth of the Savior.  This year as Carrie, 
     Christina and I travel all those miles, the birth of Christ will be at the forefront of 
     my thoughts. 

 Christmas Memories



                             It is nice to get lots of Christmas cards and letters, we all agree.
         Here at First Free, we are used to spending lots of money and 
         postage sending Christmas cards to those we see here, but now   
         we have a unique “tradition”.
         
          We all sign a large card in the foyer, and put the money we
         would spend on cards and postage (sending cards to each
         other) into a Christmas card offering.  This can be placed
         either in a box near the large card or in the offering plate.
      
         This year, the Christmas card offering is being given to 
         “Pedal Enterprise Djibouti”-helping provide pumps for 
         people who try to raise their families and crops in an area
         where water only flows underground.  Diesel pumps need
     diesel and maintenance, which is unavailable to these poor farmers.  Pedal pumps 
     only need to be pumped by foot! Colleagues of Grace Vandervort are the initiators 
     of this project.  A few pumps have been in action for a year or two and are very 
     successful. The pumps are made in the team’s workshop in Djibouti Town using 
     locally available materials. Then these pumps are taken out to the countryside with 
     the hopes of installating a new pump every month or two. Each member of the Team’s 
     workshop is bringing “living water” as they transport the pumps over. Thank you for 
     your sharining in this wonderful ministry. 
        
                        

Do you want to encourage a child this Christmas?  You can 
encourage the children who participated in the Fall program 
on Tuesday nights at Salem Church.

Find the tree in the foyer with names of the children from 
the Salem Kid’s Club.  We will send 1 gift per child costing 
from $10-20 dollars. Focus on giving educational gifts like 
Christian books, crayons, paper etc. Avoid tapes and videos.                      
most of the kids do not have anything to play them on. 
Arrangements can be made for people to deliver gifts to a 
family, or spend time with them. Bring the gifts wrapped.  
We also ask that the giver’s name be on the present so that 
the kids can respond with thank you notes.

 Christmas Card Offering  

    Chaim  Christmas  Party     FIRE New Years Eve Party        Sr. ABF Christmas Dinner
      
       
    Mark your calendars!              Where: FEFC       Where: FEFC
    The Chaim Christmas     When:   Dec 31st-Jan1st              When:   Dec 3rd (5:30 pm)
    Party on Dec 18th at               Who:     Jr. & Sr. High            Who:     Seniors
    5:30 pm will take place          Cost:    $10.00                Cost:    $15.00
    at Eric and Susan               Bring:  Friends!        What:   Come and Enjoy a
    Stabnow’s home. more                                             Family Christmas!
    details about the 
    potluck for the event. 

Salem Kids Christmas Tree

GRACE VANDERVORT


