
    
         

         
         Being a Christian is like being a 
         pumpkin. God lifts you up, takes
         you in, and washes all the dirt  
 off you.  He opens you up, touches you deep inside, and scoops out all        
 the yucky stuff-including the seeds of doubt, hate, greed, etc.  Then He 
 carves you a new smiling face and puts His light inside you to shine for all 
 the world to see. 

E x a l t  b y  O b e y E x a l t  b y  O b e y i n gi n g
 Rick Olson   (Choir Director)

 L o r d  I ’ m  T h a n k f u l  f o r . . .

       First Word:  What is your prayer for the choir this year? 
                                     (KaWan Olson)

       Rick Olson: I pray that our choir will bring honor and glory to God  
       alone, and that as we lead in worship, others will encounter His 
       presence.  All that we do must be directed toward God and lifting   
                 up His name.     
   
FW: What are some of the ways you use practice time to exalt God? 

RO: As a choir, we begin our times together in prayer, asking God to direct 
us and praying that He will remain foremost in our thoughts as we sing.  
My prayer is that the truths we sing will come through clearly in the words 
and music.

FW: Has someone ever impacted you by what they said or did in 
        connection with exalting God?

RO: Although not said by someone I know personally, for many years I have been 
affected by the words I heard in a sermon suggesting that every time we show 
obedience to God, we glorify Him.  The word “obey” has stuck with me ever since.

                                                  FW: How has the meaning of glorifying and exalting God changed 
           for you now as you continue to mature? 

           RO: Big changes were related to two important issues: facing the  
         reality of sin in my life, and facing the question of whether I truly  
                  loved God more than anyone or anything else.  I came to the  
        realization that without God, I am nothing, and that without 
        obedience to Him, I am incapable of exalting Him.  The good
                                                         news is that when I put God fi rst, I fi nd myself loving others 
        even more than I did before.  I fi nd myself in obedience to  
        Him, and I fi nd great joy in focusing on Him and praising Him.

FW:  What other ways, outside of music, have you been able to lift God up in your life?
            
RO: Particularly among non-Christians, I fi nd joy in getting to know others, helping them in ways 
that are meaningful to them and acting in a way that pleases God.  

“The Lord is my strength and my song; 
He has become my salvation.

He is my God, and I will praise Him, 
my father’s God, and I will exalt Him.”

Exodus 15:2

              VERSE 
                   OF 
        INSPIRATION

           Senior

“I am grateful and praise God for  
answering my request for a boy 
grandchild.  I am also grateful for 
the good health of my grandchild 
and his mom and dad.”

                 Senior High

“I’m Thankful for relationships I’ve established 
this year that have helped me  grow spiritually. 

I’m Thankful for the love that has been shown            
to me  from people through God. This love has
helped me to realize so many things and has 
opened my eyes to bigger horizons. 

I’m thankful for the people at fi rst free who’ve
been an encouragement to me  for the past eight 
years.”

         
Sojourners

   
     “I continue to see God’s 
    answer to prayer in the 
    faces of the many new 
    people God sends our way.  
    I remember many sessions 
    of prayer in the library    
    where we repeatedly asked    
    for this blessing.  It is very
    exciting to see!”

    
         

 
Join us at FEFC for a special time of of praise and     
 thanksgiving as we share and give God the glory for
 the range of things that He has done this past year.
 The Harvest of Praise service begins at 7 pm with 
 a pie social following the service. Families of four or
 more should bring one pie to share.

 HARVEST  OF PRAISE
                    2004

    Tuesday Choir Practice  
        with Rick & Debbie  JUST A FUN THOUGHT...

 Mark Mellema   Mariss  a Perez

       Jr. Church
  
 
  “I am thankful that we have sunday school, so 
   that very nice people can teach us about God.”

  Cherith Nelson Norbert Jensen                    

    FEFC Choir 2004


