May 2007
Dear parent of a 4th, 5th or 6th grader,

It is time for the semi-annual Children’s Hike spon-

sored by First Evangelical Free Church and Salem Evangelical

Free Church. The date is Saturday, June 2 from 9:00 am to

about 5:30 pm. We will leave from two locations: First Free

Parking lot at 52nd and Chicago Avenue and Salem Free at
31st Street and 14th Avenue. Everyone
needs to be at those locations by 9:00
am. Rides to the pick up locations can be arranged when we call you to con-
firm who is coming. We will bring ALL the children home at the end of the day
S0 you need not come to pick them up. We will provide frequent snacks and
drinks, feed everyone lunch and will take lots of pictures to share.

This hike will take place near the Sibley
House, on the east side of the Minne-
sota River where it meets the Missis-
sippi. We go on trails, along the river-
bank, through woods, railroad tracks,
swamps and underbrush. There is
ALWAYS mud and the children
ALWAYS find it so make sure that their shoes are OK to get
muddy. Old tennis shoes are best, not sandals. Long pants
are a good idea because there are nettles and sometimes
poison ivy. We teach the children to identify and avoid these
noxious plants but the strategy is not perfect.
Ticks and mosquitoes often make their appearance and
bug repellant is a good idea. For children who sunburn,
sunscreen is advised. We will bring these things but if
your child is covered with the appropriate chemical sub-
stances to start with, it will be easier. We do hike regard-
less of the weather and over the years have seen every
possible kind. If it looks like rain, a light parka is advised.
We might take the kids to an indoor location if the
weather is terrible. We do ask that as many as possible
bring back packs because we divide the food and drinks
among the group to carry with us.

We ask for a donation of $10 to cover the cost of the food
and photos. That amount can be reduced if needed.

Often the children want to bring home living souvenirs such
as frogs, toads, insects, snails, clams, slugs and occasion-
ally snakes. Sometimes they collect once-living objects
such as bones, skulls, fur, feathers and shells. Others like
to collect hardware like dis-
carded railroad spikes or pieces
of metal that have fallen off
trains. Rocks are another favor-
ite. Be sure your intrepid ex-
plorer knows ahead of time what sort of objects will be allowed back in
the house. (Note: You ARE required by law to accept your children
back, no matter how dirty they are.)

We will call you to confirm who is coming and who needs rides to
church. If you have not

heard from us by May 31,

call one of us at the num-

bers noted below. Tell us

if your child wants to bring

a guest.

Ross Olson 612-824-7691 (cell 612-719-6165)

Maureen Juarez (for Spanish) 612-866-6913



