
     
September 2007  

Dear Parent of a 4th, 5th or 6th Grader,  

It is that time of year again.  The State Fair is over, 
school has started, the cool weather we wished for 
— and soon will regret — is starting to show itself.  
The Twins have broken our hearts again and the 
Vikings have set us up for inevitable disappointment 
… by making us care.  And the Fall version of the 
semi-annual Children’s Hike is around the corner.  
We plan to hike at Crosby Lake Park which is  
located off Shepherd Road across the Mississippi 

River from Fort Snelling.  

This year we are going a little bit later, on September 22.  If you are 
coming, meet either at the First Free parking lot  at 52nd and Chicago 
Avenue South or Salem Free Church on 31st and 14th Avenue in time 
so the vans can leave at 9:00 am.  (We have not actually ever left at 
9:00 am but that is still our goal.)  Rides to the churches can be  
arranged.  We bring all the kids back to their homes or other  
designated drop-off spots at the end of the day, usually between  
5:00 and 6:30 pm.   

We ask for a donation 
of $10.00 to cover food, 
drinks and pictures 
which we post at the 
churches and also  
distribute individually to 
the children.  Kids 

should dress for the weather and even if it is hot, 
long pants are best because of nettles and poison 
ivy.  We will go regardless of the weather and if rain 
is forecast, a light jacket is a good idea.  If there is 
heavy rain, sleet, snow or hail, we will switch to an 
indoor museum.    

Shoes always manage to get muddy so don’t send the $200 pair.  Kids bring home souvenirs,  
anything from rocks, fossils, bones and shells to live 
specimens of reptiles, amphibians and arthropods, 
so if certain categories are not acceptable in your 
home, be sure your intrepid explorer knows in  
advance. By the way, check them for ticks when 
they get home and wash both the kid and the 
clothes in case poison ivy has been contacted.   
Remember to wipe off the shoes because the  
poison ivy oil can cling to them.   

If you get this letter in the mail, we probably have 
your phone number and will call you by the middle 
of the week before the event (by Wednesday or 

Thursday) to confirm attendance and answer  
questions.   But if you do not hear by then or just 
want to lighten the calling burden, call one of the 
numbers listed below.     

Ross Olson   (for First Free Junior Church,   
  Stockade and Girls Rock Clubs)    

Home  612-824-7691    
Cell   612-719-6165  

Vidal Quevedo (For Spanish and Salem Kids’ Club)   
Home 612-724-9543    
Cell 612-239-4408 


