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Castle Garden Immigration Center New York

This was the first stop in America for the Scandinavian
immigrants from 185% 1890. Ellis Island was built in 1892.



Statue of Liberty Dedicated 1886

This was not completed when First Free was founded.
It was in crates on a ship from France at that time.
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D. L. Moody Revival Meeting

The techniques of Moody were copied bsederick Franson,
and Erik August Skogsbergh, Sweeishngelists.



Evangelist August Davis, Pastor 1884896
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First Church Building, 1885

After meeting inFreja Hall on 5th an@ashington, property was
purchased and a building erected ofi 3treet and 12 Avenue.



John Martenson, Publisher Chicago Bladet

This Swedish language weekly, filled with theology as well as news,
was mailed to Swedes across America and even back to Sweden.



Hans orQuaIen(a Dane) First issionary of
The Swedish Evangelical Free Church

In 1884 in Boone lowa, 27 Swedish congregations affiliated
to form what became the Swedish Evangelical Free Church
of America. In 1887, the first missionary went to China.



Carl Sahlstrom, Pastor 189@.903

He came to a church discouraged by discord . He was a calming and
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Although this picture is from a later era, in 1890 the Women's Foreign
Missionary Society was formed by 15 young women of Scandinavian Church
of Christ , raising money to send a Mrs. Renius to China for 15 years.



Scandinavian Church of Christ (First Free) Choir 1905

Music was important and a choir was organized soon
after the founding of the congregation.
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1908 Building, located on the same site

With a wraparound balcony, the sanctuary seated 1000. The building also housed the
Swedish Free Church School from 1910 to 1914 before it moved to Chicago.
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Stained Glass Windows Donated For the New
Building By The Sunday School 1908

Still in place in the 12th Street building, the windows depict
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12th Street Church Decorated for Christmas 1908

Much effort and expense went into getting the building
ready for the celebration of Christmas.



String Band, ¢ 1910

Typical string bands also usually included mandolins and zithers.
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Confirmation Class 1914

The importance of evangelizing and discipling the next generation was appreciated from the
beginning of the congregation and both a Sunday School and Confirmation began early.




Girls Sunday School Class 191213

The founders knew from experience in the old country that salvation was not
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